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Tho e of the n ATA H, af verſe.. 


AND. THE PEOPLE SHALL BE OrPRELSED; EVERY ONE 

"iy ANOTHER, AND EVERY ONE BY HIS NEIGHBOUR, 

THE CHILD SHALL BEHAVE HIMSELF. PROUDLY | 
AGAINST THE ANCIENT, AND THE BASE AGA INST. 
THE HONOURABLE, 


* D HE Prophet i is here eletmplükying thoſe ter- 
K T 2 rible Effects, which unavoidably follow a 
: bid X Diſſolution of Government. The Enforce- 
ments of Law, the Suggeſtions of Confeienee, the 
Operation even of civilized Manners, having loſt their 
Influence. No Traces remaining of thoſe Impreſſions 
of Reſpe& and Reverence which are inſeparable from 
our Nature, unleſs it has undergone a-confiderable Cor- 
Toption.; - and all” thoſe Diſtinctions and Securities, 
which make one Society — to another, entire- 


ly. 


. = — — — — 


n 2 


Earth, for Humanity and Wiſdom, pollefſed,” beſides, 


Q 6 1 
ly 4 50 To this lamentable Condition was the 


People of England reduced; a People opulent, flou- 
riſhing, and diſtinguiſhed as much as any Nation upon 


of à Syſtem of Laws whoſe Powers and Movements 


are ſo wiſely combined, as not to be eaſily diſordered, 


But notwithſtanding their native good ſenſe, and the 


_ Happineſs of their civil Conſtitution, they found no 


Reſources 1 in either, g 


7 


A 1 Spirit had gone forth. The Wanton- 


neſs and Intemperance of Power provoked Reſentments, 


which however juſtifiable, in the Beginning, were pur- 


ſued with Phrenſy. The Ferment. was encreaſed by the 


Acrimony of religious Factions: Till the Confuſion was, 
in the End, ſo wrought up, as to produce the Subverſi ion 
of the Laws, and the Murder of their Sorereign. 


Iva 1 View of this involved Subject, it ap- 


1 pears like a Dream i in the Night; ; but when the Pro- 


greſs of the Events is diſtinctly noted, there is no Pe- 
riod in the Hiſtory of Mankind Es is ſo full of 
Inſtruction, or which ſa well deſerves the Study both 


of the Citizen and the Philoſopher. To an Engliſh- 
man, at leaſt, who, by his Birthright, has a publick 
Character, and a Station to maintain, theſe Events can 
never be — 10 they have been therefore by the 


Wiſdom 


4 Fu 
of the Legiſlature thought to deſerve a ſo- 


tern. and. ſerious — 


To the nnn of this Duty e called; 
und as. there is no cauſe, that I am conſcious of, which 
might lead me either to Encomium or Invective, I 
Hope to avoid thoſe undiſtinguiſhing Cenſures, with: 
which. each of the OY. Parties u been co- 
* loaded. | 


fir Was Wr to be axpodted; indeed, that thoſe 
who:had taken a Part. in thoſe Confuſions ſhould pre- 
ſerve an even Balance in their Relations, or ſhould 
record their own Sufferings without any Remembrance 
of their Bitterneſs. Even at this Time, there are Men 
who ſpeak. of thoſe diſtant. Tranſactions with as little 
Temper. as thoſe who were engaged in them. But it 
is very unhappy. indeed, if we, who are removed from 
the Conflict, may not, at this Diſtance at leaſt, be al- 
lowed to take our Stand, and to ſurvey thoſe fad Diſ-- 
tractions with a candid and diſpaſſionate Attention. It 
will be allowed by all Men, except it be thoſe, who 
have indeed Liberty in their Mouths, but in their 
Sentiments and Lene Intolerance and Oppreſ- 
m_ e 


TINS» to | conſider how far they! « are ae Ah rm 
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Ir is, perhaps, * poſtible-x not Jefceitde that. 2 
Country ſo conſtituted as this is, ſhould be free from 


Parties. Their general Difference has conſiſted in ſup- 
porting the two Principles: of Obedience and Reſiſtanee. 


Both Principles have a Foundation in Reaſon-;/ but 
they have each likewiſe their Boundaries, which i in the 
Heat and Eagerneſs of Contention are commonly over- 


looked. Both theſe Principles have at Times been ſo 


maintained, as to be equally ſubverſive of legal Govern- 


ment; the one leading to Anarchy, the other to Deſ- 


potiſm. As they have both made their Appeal to 
Scripture, it may be no improper Employment * dig 


* A 


On one Side, the Authors how bert chiely draw 
from the Old Teſtament; | 8 


1 po not mean /thoſe Effaſions of Fanatieiſm, by 
which the Royaliſts were made Amaletites and Moabites, 
and their Kings therefore were to be bound in Chains, 


and the Nobles in Links of Iron; but the more ſober 
Reaſonings, ſupported by Inſtances from the : Few; 


Hiſtory, and referring to Actions which at one Period 


followed the expreſs Authority of God, and in another, 


were the pure Effects of their own untoward Diſpoſi- 
tions; as the Divine Providence appears, at that Time, 


(9) 
to have interfered no farther, than; to preſerve that 


Spark of Light which, without a ER over-ruling 


of human Agency, was necefliry for the Introduction 
of the Goſpel. 


Taxen Examples, therefore, carry no more Autho- 
rity. than if they were drawn from 3 207 other . 


Tu other Side has taken its ftrong Hold in the 
Apoſtolic Epiſtles ; of which it is to be obſerved, 
that although the Precepts contained in them are 
equally juſt and true in all Times and Circumſtances, 
yet the Topics were occaſional, and intended to meet 
the particular Errors which prevailed in the ſeveral 
Churotes to which they were addrefted. 


5 3 theſe Miſtakes 3 was one, which in its 
Conſequences was very important, and by which the 
weaker Converts were eaſily ſeduced. That the Li- 

berty with which Chriſt had made them free, and the 
high Privileges which attended their Converſion, had 
' ſet them above all Subjection to the Heathen Magi- 
ſtrates, We are not to wonder at this Miſconception, 
ſince in modern Times, under Chriſtian Magiſtrates, 
under every Difference of Situation, no Deluſion has 
been more frequent among the Enthuſiaſts, than that 
* were the Saints of God, and as they had a 
B larger 


10 1 


larger Portion of * than the reſt of Mankind, 


they had a Right to all the Power and Property. "Tv 


examine theſe Pretenſions, or to enquire with what 
Variations they exiſt among our modern Sectaries, 
would lead me too far from my Subject. 


Nori can be clearer, than that the Apoſtles had 


every Reaſon for enforcing theſe Doctrines; that no 


» ad : 


Pretence for Perſecution iht be given to the State; 
fince, notwithſtanding their inoffenſive Behaviour, the 


Chriſtians were traduced and harraſſed as Enemies to- 


Government. 


| By any attic Doctrines their Minds would have 
been ſtrangely miſled. Their Situation was fuch as 
admitted no rational or juſtifiable | Exertion. They 
might poſſibly have been the Inſtruments. of ſome 


Man's Ambition, and in the frequent Revolutions of 


thofe Ages, have helped to change one Maſter for 
another. They inhabited the Provinces of a. great 


Empire, which, though once poſſeſſed of Laws and 


Rights, had been diflolved into the enormous Maſs of 
the Roman Power. They had therefore no Conſtitution: 
to defend, no civil Truſt to account for. They were: 
mere Individuals, and had no more concern with the 
Government of their Countries than the Beaſts of * 
Field. 4 
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Bur thoſe who uſed ſuch Arguments, ſhould have 
 ſhewn, that the Apoſtles ſpoke of one Mode of Go- 
vernment in Preference to another. 


Ir is not ſo, The Author of our Salvation left the 
civil Rights of Mankind undiſturbed. He left the 
Affairs of this World to the Conduct o worldly Wiſ⸗ 
dom. Though our temporal Happineſs may depend 
| very much on the Form of Government under which 
we live, the Way to Salvation may be found under 


all. 


Tux Precepts of the Goſpel, therefore, if rightly 
underſtood, favour no particular Syſtem of human 
Policy, though calculated to promote the Happineſs of 


any; adapted indeed to the ordinary Courſe of So- 


ciety, as the Proviſions of our Laws are, recommend - 
ing Peace, and Love, and Charity, and controlling 
thoſe turbulent and malignant Paſſions by which the 
Happineſs of Mankind has been always diſturbed. 


Tas Goſpel therefore muſt be ſtrangely perverted to 
give Support to ſuch Doctrines, as indefeaſable Right, 


and unlimited Obedience. And it is wonderful how 


ſuch ſilly Opinions could venture to obtrude them- 


ſelves on rational Society. It was a Proſtitution of 
„ es. ag 


L 12 J 
holy Things to Frets, the, Word of God. into ſuch a 
| Service. 7 


OUR Allegiance, a as well as our Religion, may be 
ſincere without being ſuperſtitious, | 


Bur though 957 boly Religion has given us no Di- 
rections upon Subjects that are merely political, it has 
not left us without a Rule of Conduct, which may 
be applied to the moſt. difficult Situations, | Tt ſays I 
« Be ye angry and fin not.“ This will always pre- 
vent our following the Paſſion of the Day with ſo. 


careleſs an Eagerneſs, as to invade the ee of 
another. „ 


Sven Maxims as theſz can never miſlead us. Thoſe 
Which are drawn from the Theories of Government, 
moſt probably may. I ſhall obſerve upon one of them, 
which however true in itſelf, can never be truſted as 
a Rule of Action. It has been a favourite Principle, 
that all Power is derived from the People, and, there- 
fore, that their Safety is the firſt of Laws. Expe- 
rience has ſhewn us, that this Principle is of ſo pliant 
a Nature, as to attach. itſelf to any Service, and 
equally to promote the Purpoſes both of Faction and 
of Tyranny. In the unhappy Times which we are 
NOW KINGS it was applied to cover and juſtify the 


moſt 
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[ 53 1 
moſt ſhocking of all Enormities, that formal Aﬀaſſi- 
nation. 77 bs 


IxpEED it begets an ugly ſuſpicion, when in a 
Country like ours, Men are obliged to juſtify their 
Proceedings by reſorting to Maxim, of Theory. 

Honeſt Meaſures will find their Authority and Sup- 
port in that venerable Conſtitution, which, if we do 
not firſt betray it, will always afford us Protection. 
This Rule of Conduct, which, with us, ſhould be 
always eſteemed the only ſafe one, was, in the Be- 
: ginning of the Troubles, unhappily neglected. The 
ſevereſt Wound which the Conſtitution felt was given 

by thoſe who, at that Time, thought they were de- 
fending it. The Parliament uſurped ſo many uncon- 
ſtitutional Powers as to break the Frame of our an— 
tient Government. They too haſtily deſerted the 
Ground of Law, and appealed to its Adverſary, Force. 
From that Moment no Footing was left upon which 
Accommodation could be attempted. The Reverence 
which uſed to accompany our Syſtem of Laws and 
. Cuſtoms was now gone; and the Minds of Men, hav- 
ing no Meaſure of Right to apply to, came to believe, 
1 N Thing was lawful WHT we acne expedient, * 


Warren the Example of Vietedes had been ſet by 
po. Parliament, we are not to be ſurprized that it was 


after 


{ "4 } 

- Afterwards uſed againſt them. It was a very natural 
Concluſion of their Power, to be diſmiſſed by a Crea- 
ture of their own, with every Circumſtance of Inſult 
and . 


Ir was indeed A vain Imagination, to ſuppoſe that 
any Reſpect could be preſerved to a Body of Men, who 
had themſelves laboured in the Subverſion of every 
Thing that was. orderly and venerable. They found 
at laſt, that whoever raiſes a tyrannical Power, raiſes 
it eventually againſt himſelf. 


Ir is at the 725 Time, no more than Juſtice to 
allow, that theſe diſordered Times abounded in Men 
of Ability and Virtue. Many of them, who had op- 
poſed the King's Meaſures, as ſoon as the Violence of 
the Parliament made him be conſidered as the i inju ured 
Party, took his Side from a Principle of Duty. 


aan na to act with the Parliament, go- 
verned perhaps by their Fears or Reſentments; per- 
haps from a Want of F oreſight, and thinking thoſe 
they were engaged with meant as well to the Publick 
as themſelves. Some perhaps from Fear of Obloquy, 
and that Point of Honour which, in certain Minds, 
holds the Place of a better Principle. | 


TERRE 
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Takkx were, certainly, on both Sides, worthy Men; 
and, after the Fortune of War had been tried, their 
Situation became truly wretched, They ſaw the Con- 
ſtitution would be loſt in the Conflict. They received 
no Comfort from the Succeſſes of their Party, and 
dreaded the Conſequences of a Victory as much as of 
a Defeat. 


To the honeſt Men on the Side of the Parliament, 
every Day gave new Occaſions for Diſguſt and De- 
ſpondency.. Some therefore retired to Obſcurity; others, 
whoſe Influence was more active and more appre- 
hended, were thruſt from their Seats, 


| Tyosz who ſucceeded them, and who compleated 
the Tragedy, were, in general, mean and. low-bred- 
Adventurers; who could never have been entitled to 
any Degree of - Conſideration in a. regulated Govern» 
| ment. | 


n unqueſtionably true, that Men of Rank. and 
Property, who engage in Faction, muſt, of Neceſſity, 
become the Dupes of it.. If they carry with them. 
any Scruples of Conſcience, they are ſure to be ſoon. 
diſcredited ; and they are reduced to a Situation which 


leaves them no Option, but between. doing wrong, or 
becoming, 


1 6 1 

becoming inſignificant. Even this Option was not left 
to that Part of our Nobility which had concurred in 
fubverting the Conſtitution, But they deſerved the 
Humiliation which they ſoon ſuffered. It was indeed 
their own A&. They had diſſolved the Syſtem of So- 
ciety, and had therefore virtually deſtroyed all thoſe 
Ranks and Pre. eminenees which are derived from 5 


THE Nobility of Scotland and Etta, who, upon 
very different Grounds, had ſeduced their Countries 
into Rebellion, had as little Reaſon to be pleaſed with 
heir Succeſſes: They in a ſhort Time loſt that Con- 
ſequence with which they had been flattered, became 
Slaves to their own Inſtruments, and were controlled 
by the ſeditious Clergy 1 in every Operation. | 


Bor it was not in theſe Inſtances only that the 
wonderful Courſe of God's Providence confounded all 
the Projects of human Ambition. It is curious to 
obſerve, that among all the Bodies of Men, who, u pon 
different Grounds, took a Part in theſe unnatural Di- 
viſions, there was not one which ſucceeded in its 


Oe. 


TE King had, very early, ſufficient Cauſe to repent 
of his raſh Experiment; and thoſe Counſellors, to 
whole intereſted. * the illegal Exertions of 


Power 


Ly ] 
Power were emolly to be artributed were the firſt 
Sufferers, Bey 


Tur Parliament, after an uncommon Flow of Pro- 
ſperity, was very ſoon diſgraced and annihilated, 


Scor LAND, which, from mercenary Views, had 
begun the War, became a conquered: Nation; and Je- 
land was overwhelmed with a Ruin that is ſcarcely to 
be ann! in ne 


Ou 3 too, had a ſhort-lived Triumph, which 

gave them indeed an Opportunity of ſhewing how wild 
they were in. their Conceits, and how intolerant in 
their Principles; but by no means left them in a bet- 
ter Condition. In this manner it was that the moſt 
plauſible Schemes of worldly Wiſdom were ended in 
Grief and Diſappointment. But their Aims; were too 
ſelfiſh and too various to have been united in any 
Plan of common Safety; they had joined in deſtroying 
the Conſtitution, and were then at Sea without any 
Thing to ſteer by. I muſt here deſire you to obſerve 
how different a Temper prevailed, in that memorable 
Effort of national Wiſdom and Fortitude, which we 
call the Revolution; which is therefore to be admired, 
that it provided a Remedy for the Exigencies of our 
Situation, and, at the ſame Time, did not loſe ſight 
C of 


„ OR lo 
of the Conſtitution. From Neceſſty indeed it altered 


the Succeſſion, but preſerved the entire Frame of our 
Laws and Polity. ag: . 


Wull E we are reviewing the Diſorder and Violewwe 
of this diſtracted Time, we are naturally curious to 

know with what Feelings they were received by thoſe; 

whofe Mis fortune it was to ſee them in their Paſſage. 

How the common Senſe of Mankind was affected by 
them, may be beſt underſtood. from two. great In- 
ftances. 


Fux ard is, chat univerſal Conſternatiom and Ser- 
row which followed the Account of the King's Mur- 
der. The other was, that undiſguiſed Expreſſion of 
Conſent and: Joy which attended the. firſt W 
of he King 8 „ 


Wurw fuch important Changes as ths Reſtoration 
and the Revolution; paſs: eafily and quietly in a, free 
and ſpirited People, there can be no. n Argument 
of their Rectitude. 8 1001 


Tur Obſervations which: "Ig on much a Subject are 
all; 3 I ſhall mention a very few. When it pleaſed 
God to reſtore our Conſtitution in Church and State, 
an 1 by 


( 9 ] 

by Means the moſt improbable and unforeſeen, yet it 
ſoon appeared that ſuch a Tempeſt could not paſs 
without leaving ſome Marks of its Ravages. Among 
the Evils, which may be charged to this Period, a 
principal one was, that the Ufurpations and Abuſes of 

the Parliament, together with its ridiculous Ending, 
deſtroyed the Reverence which belongs to that Part of 
our Legiſlature, and brought the Name and Reputation 
of it into Diſcredit; and it is very probable that, in 
the ſubſequent Reigns, the Conſpiracy againſt our Li- 
berties might have ſucceeded, if the Deal for Popery 
had not made a Part of it. 


AwornEn Evil was, that the Hypoerify and Diffi- 
mulation, which attended thoſe Pretenſions to Sanctity, 


| had ſoon the Effect of diſcountenancing all Sobriety of 


Manners, and giving a faſhionable Air to Vice and 
Irreligion. It may be reckoned, likewiſe, if I am not 
deceived, among the Misfortunes of that Time, that the 
Exile of the Royal Family, and ſo many Perſons of Diſ- 
tinction, made the firſt Breach for that Trruption of 
French Manners which we ſtill have Reaſon to com- 


plain of. 


IT was indeed an evil Hour, in which the grave and 


manly Character of an Engliſh Gentleman was ex- 
rs IS To changed 


1 | 
changed for frivolous, Attainments, and a feminine 
Attention to Delicacy and Ornament. 


Bur the moſt en Reflexions are thoſe which 
may be uſed for the Regulation of our civil Conduct. 
The Hiſtory before us gives many and important Ad- 
monitions both to Sovereigns and Subjects: From the 
fatal and irretrievable Miſtakes, which marked the Go- 
vernment of that unhappy Prince, his Succeflors may 
all learn to purſue a Plan of ſteady and equal Policy, 
and to reſiſt thoſe temporary Expedients, which the 
| Servants of the Crown have been always too ready to 
ſuggeſt: To conſider illegal Exertions of Power, and 
weak Conceſſions, as. equally dangerous: To ſee their 
own Rights, and the Rights of the People, as being 
ſo interwoven, that a Strain upon any Part of the Fa- 
Nack muſt endanger t the Whole. 
: Tur Inſtruction Which Subjects may receive is ; no 
1048 obvious. They may learn from theſe Tranſactions 
that the Springs of Sedition are always out of Sight; 
that the firſt Commotions both in England, Scotland, | 
and Ireland, were raiſed and ſupported by the Money 
and Jntrigues of France; that this is the cheapeſt and 
moſt effectual Method by which our Enemies can diſ- 
; trek us; that however Men in higher Stations may 
make 


(=) 
make a gainfu] Traffick of Politicks, the People can 
have no Security but in the Protection of the Law, 
and is a certain Loſer by every Convulfion. When 
they ſee Men therefore eager and affiduous in court- 
ing Popularity, they have a Right to ſaſpe& that ſuch 
Men do not mean the Publick. They may learn too, 
not from this Hiſtory only, but from every other, that 
thoſe who have riſen by popular Favour, have uni- 
tormly adopted a Syſtem of Tyranny. They may 
remember too, that the Tyranny of a Faction is al- 
* unfeeling and mercileſs. 


Tran it is there en n dangerous Experiment, to 
aſſiſt in raiſing the popular Tide, without being able to 
ſay to it, Thus far ſhalt thou * 


Tur nothing is fo coltrary to legal Government 
as Sedition and Tumult. They belong only to De- 
ſpotic Countries, where they are naturally frequent, 
and indeed of leſs conſequence, as they oftend only 
againſt the Dominion of Force, which is prepared to 
chaſtize them; but are much more heinous Delin- 
quencies under a Dominion of Law, which ſubſiſts 
by Reverence. 


WHEN - 
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e our Minds are fortified. with ſuch Prin- 
ciples and Cautions, we ſhall be enabled to ſupport, 
with Conſiſteney, the noble Diſtinctions of freeborn 
Men, and ſhall ſhew that we value our Privileges, by 
maintaining, in all its Parts, our inimitable Conſti- 


tution. 


I 


